
Resilience & Transportation: 
Lessons from Africa’s 
Response to COVID-19

How are local officials responding to mobility 
needs during COVID-19?
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Headlines from around the world
COVID-19 has been framed as an opportunity for walking and cycling



The Survey was a collaboration between The 
Walk21 Foundation and the UN Environment's 
Share the Road Programme.

• Showcase best practices
• Evidence base for future collaboration and action
• Ensure that support matches urgent needs



Will the increased demand for safe walking, 
cycling and access to public transport change the 
perception of value for these modes in policy and 
decision making; instigate new sustainable 
transport policies; and accelerate the delivery of 
more supportive infrastructure in the region?
Covid-19 Africa Mobility Response Survey



What did the responses look like?
In total, there were 108 usable responses.

There was a good spread from different 
sectors; most were from National 
Government (30.8%), International NGOs 
(22.4%) and Local NGOs (15%). 

Most of the respondents worked in the 
Transport sector (48.4%).
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The relationship 
between public 
transport closure 
policies and 
changes in public 
transport use
Adopted from the Oxford Covid-19 
Government Response Tracker and the 
Google Mobility Reports
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Walking and Cycling COVID-19 Responses
General interventions

processes.

Walking

New footpath space

Traffic restrictions

Footpath widening

Crossing
improvevments

Campaigns to encourage
walking

Permit
vending on
local streets

Cycling

Traffic restrictions Pop up bike lanes

Road space reallocation

New permanent bike
lanes

Campaigns to encourage
cycling Bicycles for essential…

Walking Cycling



Ethiopia will use the last 
Sunday of each month as a 
day of sustainable NMT 
practices in the hopes of  
changing people’s attitudes 
towards use of NMT

The Minister of Transport has been incredibly 
supportive of Non-motorized Transport 
Initiatives. In June, Amid the Pandemic, the 
national NMT strategy was launched.



New NMT Infrastructure in Nairobi
New walking and cycling facilities on Kenyatta Avenue

The Nairobi Metropolitan Service has 
constructed several routes for people that 
walk and cycle.

Nairobi Metropolitan Services commenced its work by 
improving the walking and cycling infrastructure within the 
CBD. They aim to extend this to adjacent neighbourhoods 
in line with the 2015 Nairobi NMT Policy.



Kampala has taken bold and major steps towards 
improving the cycling environment, from policy and 
planning to real implementation. Furthermore, with 
the current mobility restrictions due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, cycling has been a saviour to many, as 
this mode of transportation enables the practice of 
social distancing. 

Amanda Ngabirano
Urban Planning Lecturer at Makerere University, Kampala



The Role of Civil Society

After 10 years of campaigning, authorities 
finally told Andy Costa was asked to help 
plan bike lanes in part of Abidjan, Ivory 
Coast’s commercial capital.

“The Cote d’Ivoire urban master plan in greater Abidjan 
recognizes both walking and cycling as key feeder modes 
to public transport, and notes that linked networks ‘should 
be easy to access, aesthetic, clean and safe.’ Transit malls 
and ‘walking streets’ are to be promoted.”



What were the main findings?

Only 20% of the responses from the COVID-19 Mobility survey 
said there were actions being taken to benefit walkers and 
cyclists.
• Those with existing data, capacity and policy are more likely to act
• 90% increase in the awareness of walkers and cyclists needs 
• 94% willing to do more to support walkers and cyclists in the future
• Money, local capacity and political commitment the main reasons for not acting/doing more
• Technical training, Pan-Africa government and agency networking, and sharing of good practice 

requested to a better future for walkers and cyclists



Recommendations
What should happen next?

Adopt a post-COVID-19 African vision for mobility that is healthy, safe, 
equitable and sustainable.

• Build back better
• do something with your new enthusiasm
• lean on each other to grow capacity



Thank you

Janene Tuniz
Share the Road Project Coordinator 
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