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INTRODUCTION

The NSW Government and City 
of Sydney co-hosted the 2014 
Walk21 Conference held at Luna 
Park, Sydney 21st – 23rd October.  
Just over 500 delegates from 
around the world participated 
in the Conference and Walk21 
week of events, representing 

the transport, health, planning, 
community and development 
sectors. There were 12 
keynotes, over 100 papers, 11 
walkshops exploring different 
aspects of walkability around 
Sydney, and a ‘speed dating’ 
session where 35 researchers 

and practitioners talked about 
how their work is helping to 
encourage more people to walk. 

Topics ranged from programs that 
encourage the take-up of walking 
by communicating its compelling 
physical and mental health

Walktober 2014 Week of Events
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Pre-Conference

Friday 17th October

Pre-Conference workshop: Walking and Light Rail in Surfers Paradise

Sunday 19th October

East Sydney Better Block 

Monday 20th October

Pre-Conference workshops:

• Sharing Space Down Under - Parramatta Shared Space

• Sharing Sydney Harbour

• Children’s Mobility Networking and Knowledge Exchange 

• Measuring Walking

Conference

Tuesday 21st  October

Day 1:  Catalysts for Change

  Night time economy walkshops

Wednesday 22nd October

Day 2:  Implementing Change

 City of Sydney Conversation – City Transformations 

Thursday 23rd October

Day 3:  Leading Change

Community walking events

Friday 24th October 

Sculptures by the Sea 

Sunday 26th October

Harmony Walk 
Seven Bridges Walk 
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Delegates from around 
the world participated

Pre-Conference Events

21-23.10.2014

Bronwen Thornton 
(Walk21) with Pittwater 
Mayor Jacqueline 
Townsend 

>150
Papers, Posters and 
Keynotes

11
Walkshops

35
Speed dates

Conference

Jim Walker (Walk21), 
Clover Moore (Lord 
Mayor, City of 
Sydney), The Hon. 
Gladys Berejiklian 
MP (Minister for 
Transport), Peter 
McCue (NSW 
Premier’s Council for 
Active Living)

>$1,000,000
Contribution to the NSW economy *
*Business Events NSW



Official Welcome 
from the Minister for 
Transport, The Hon. 
Gladys Berejiklian MP.
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As part of Walk21 Sydney’s week 
of events, over 3000 people 
attended the Clovelly Road 
Better Block – a community 
led street improvement project 
based on the concept that a one 
day demonstration can drive 
permanent change.  

Active travel professionals 
from across the world came 
together in Parramatta to develop 
potential shared space solutions 
for one of the country’s oldest 
laneways during one of Walk21 
Sydney’s five pre-conference 
events.  

21
Mayors from 21 local councils 
across NSW signed the 
International Charter for Walking. 
The Charter outlines eight guiding 
principles to create more healthy, 
efficient, inclusive communities 
where people choose to walk.

1,000
City of Sydney Conversation  
“A tale of three Cities” community 
event convened to raise walking 
profile attracting over 1000 
participants.

HIGHLIGHTS

The Walk21 Conference was 
opened by the NSW Minister for 
Transport and the Lord Mayor of 
Sydney.

The NSW Active Travel Charter 
for Children was launched by the 
NSW Assistant Minister for Health.  
The Charter is intended to support 
government and non-government 
agencies to encourage more 
children to participate in active 
travel.

The Heart Foundation launched 
its discussion paper “Does 
Density Matter? The role of 
density in creating walkable 
neighbourhoods”.

The NSW Chair of Public Transport 
will edit a special issue of 
Transport Management focusing 
on public transport and walking.

Speed dating under 
the Big Top



OUTCOMES AND ACHIEVEMENTS
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Walktober
Walktober week 

of walking events 
reinvigorated as part 

of the Conference 
promotion with 
opportunities to 
pursue a future 
annual national 

walking promotion.

NSW  
Active 

Charter for 
Children 

The NSW Assistant 
Minister for Health 
launched the NSW 

Active Travel Charter 
for Children.

Better  
Block 

A shipping container 
parklet created for 
the Clovelly Road 

Better Block to 
provide a mobile 
‘parklet’ legacy 

project along Park to 
Pacific route in place 

of a car parking 
space.

For more information on each of these achievements go to www.walk21sydney.net/outcomesandachievements/
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Barrack 

Lane 
Parramatta Barrack 
Lane Walk21 shared 
space demonstration 

project to be built 
as a result of one of 
the pre-conference 

events. 

https://www.
youtube.com/

Healthy 
Places

Australian Health 
Promotion Journal 
Healthy Places and 

Spaces special issue 
demonstrating the 

link between health, 
transport and/or 

planning to promote 
more walking and 

cycling

http://www.publish.
csiro.au/?nid=292

Public 
Transport 

Chair of Public 
Transport to edit 
a special issue 

of Transport 
Management 

focusing on public 
transport and 

walking.

NSW  
Active 

Transport 
A NSW Active 

Transport 
Roundtable 

was convened 
immediately 

after Walk21 to 
investigate additional 

active transport 
opportunities 

emerging from the 
Conference.

benefits, to an audit of walkability 
for the visually impaired and the 
provision of infrastructure for 
walking, including ways to better 
share paths for recreation and 
transport. Success in translating 
evidence into policy and practice 
was canvassed, as well as the 
oft repeated need to work across 

and within built environment 
and health sectors. Compelling 
evidence on the economic case 
for walking included updates on 
the benefits for local businesses. 
Opportunities within Australia 
to systematically quantify the 
significant health gains emerging 
from walking trips (for example, 

as part of most public transport 
journeys) were noted. There 
was also discussion about the 
economic productivity benefits 
that emerge by decreasing the 
amount of time we have to wait 
at traffic lights in high pedestrian 
traffic zones. 

“I have been to 
many Walk21 
events over 
the years, but 
Sydney’s was 
indeed perhaps 
the best.”

Lloyd Wright,  
Asian Development Bank

“Best first day of 
a conference I’ve 
ever been to.”

Peter Newman,  
Professor of Sustainability,  

Curtin University
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Shared  
Space  

Demonstration 
Project

Parramatta Barrack 
Lane Walk21 shared 
space demonstration 

project design 
solutions prepared 
as a result of one of 
the pre-conference 

events. 

Healthy 
Places
Special
Issue

Australian Health 
Promotion Journal 
Healthy Places and 

Spaces special issue 
demonstrating the 

link between health, 
transport and/or 

planning to promote 
more walking and 

cycling.

NSW  
Local  

Council  
Mayors 

21 Local Council 
Mayors from across 

NSW signed the 
Walk21 International 
Charter for Walking.

NSW  
Active 

Transport 
Roundtable

A NSW Active 
Transport 

Roundtable 
was convened 
immediately 

after Walk21 to 
investigate additional 

active transport 
opportunities 

emerging from the 
Conference.



1. A selection of Keynote speakers
2. A concurrent session at Luna Park
3. Poster viewing 
4. Speed dating with Walk21 delegates
5. Heart Foundation Walking morning walk
6. Keynote speaker Mike Lydon                         

1. 

Abstracts, presentations and photo gallery
You can view Conference abstracts, presentations and photo gallery at www.walk21sydney.net 

2. 

3. 4

6. 5.


